
Country Programme 

200336 (Jan 2013-

Mar 2016) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Months 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

50.7 m 
41.7 m  

(82%) 
-  

 

Special Operation 

200297  
Service provision for 

Ebola Phase 3 Rapid 

Response, Readiness 

and Recovery (Jan – 

Jun 2016)  

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Months 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

5.3 m 
4.9 m  
(91%) 

n/a 

*April – September 2016 

In Sierra Leone, WFP is implementing activities to 

support recovery from the negative impacts of the EVD) 

outbreak on food security and nutrition among 

vulnerable populations. Activities include support to 

primary education of boys and girls through school 

feeding; (ii) nutritional support to people living with 

HIV undergoing anti-retroviral therapy and to TB clients 

(ART/TB) and treatment of moderate acute malnutrition 

(MAM) among children aged 6-59 months and pregnant 

and nursing women; and (iii) livelihood support through 

community asset creation and rehabilitation.  

In support of the National Ebola Recovery Strategy, 

WFP plans to start a new Protracted Relief and 

Recovery Operation (PRRO) in May 2016 to (i) 

strengthen livelihoods of vulnerable communities; (ii) 

improve the nutritional status of malnourished children, 

pregnant and nursing women and people living with 

HIV and TB; and (iii) develop national capabilities to 

prepare and respond to future emergencies.  

To maintain a robust readiness capability to respond to 

any EVD flare ups, WFP’s Special Operation (SO 

200773) provides logistics and supply chain support, 

engineering services, emergency ICT and 

telecommunications provision, and humanitarian air 

services. Under the SO WFP is also providing practical 

training and technical assistance to support the 

development of logistics preparedness and response 

capabilities for national institutions. 
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Highlights 

 WFP is currently preparing a new recovery operation to 

strengthen livelihoods for highly food insecure people 

and smallholder farmers, improve nutritional status of 

women and children, and ensure national stakeholders 

develop disaster risk management capabilities.    

  

 In coordination with the Ministry of Education, Science 

and Technology, WFP is preparing to restart food for 

education activities by providing a take home ration for 

children in food insecure areas.  

  

 Food and cash transfers to Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) 

orphans and survivors are ongoing nationwide, 

supporting 18,800 orphans and their caregivers, and 

2,703 Ebola survivors. 

WFP Assistance 

 

Six Month Net Funding Requirements: A budget 

revision for the Country Programme is currently being 

finalised to extend duration through 31 December 

2016. 

WFP's Country Programme (CP), which contributes to 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 2, 3 and 4 was 

designed to empower vulnerable households and 

individuals with the highest rates of food insecurity, 

malnutrition and illiteracy in meeting their food and 

nutrition needs in a sustainable way. The CP is also 

designed to support the government to realise its 

priorities set forth in the Agenda for Prosperity, 

particularly advancements in the education sector 

(SDG4) and improvements in mother and child health, 

as well as safeguarding the welfare of people living with 

HIV (SDG3). The livelihood component seeks to build 

productive assets and to improve food consumption in 

targeted households facing food insecurity through 

food/cash for asset creation activities (SDG2). 

Given the important role that smallholder farmers have 

to play in strengthening the country's economy and 

reducing poverty, the Purchase for Progress (P4P) 

initiative is tailored to strengthen the capacity of 

smallholder farmers to access reliable markets. This 

enables smallholders to sell their surplus crops at 

competitive prices, thus bolstering their income and 

reducing their poverty. Food procured through P4P is 

used to support other activities under the CP such as 

school feeding, nutrition and asset creation. 

 

 

Credit: Photo © WFP/ Francis BOIMA. 
Caption: Accessing Health care services including food 
at WFP supported supplementary feeding centre at 
Cottage children’s Hospital, Freetown. 
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In Numbers  

836,840 people in need of food/cash assistance  

(January 2013 to 31 March 2016) 

 
54% 46% 

People assisted 
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Donors 

Top five donors for CP 200336: Japan, Republic of Sierra 

Leone, UK, European Commission, Multilateral. 
Top five donors for SO 200927: USA, Switzerland. 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 In support of EVD preparedness measures based on 
recent outbreaks in Guinea and Liberia, WFP has 
mobilized contingency stocks in warehouses near the 
border. Additionally, logistics transport assessments 

have been updated to ensure the most accurate 
information is available should food assistance or 
common services support be required.  

 WFP in collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Food Security conducted training for the 
Statistical Division of the Ministry in market price data 

collection using harmonized units of measurement and 
smart phones. 

 The fifth round of cash based transfers (CBT) to 2,703 
Ebola survivors was completed, with each survivor 
receiving a CBT of USD 58. 

 WFP is in the process of signing contracts with 
smallholder farmers for the purchase of rice to be 

distributed under WFP activities. Next month trainings 
will be delivered to farmer organizations in production 
to post harvest handling to support them to further 
increase their productivity and incomes. 

Challenges 

 The Ministry of Education, Science & Technology, WFP 
and Catholic Relief Services (CRS) are working to 
resume school feeding activities through the provision 
of a take-home ration targeting all primary school 
children attending government schools in the most-
food insecure chiefdoms. Some 370,000 children will be 

targeted in more than 1,300 schools across the 
country. WFP is also working with UNICEF to support 
the government in developing its monitoring framework 
to ensure programme objectives are met, and that food 
is stored and distributed safely and efficiently.  

 The first quarter food by prescription distributions to 
people living with HIV is ongoing. The quality of the 
programme is being strengthened through greater 
collaboration with the Ministry of Health & Sanitation at 

the community level, ensuring that targeting is guided 
based on Body Mass Index (BMI) to prioritize 
undernourished ART clients.  

Food security analysis 

WFP, in partnership with the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Food Security and FAO, is finalizing a 
Comprehensive Food Security and Vulnerability Analysis 
(CFSVA), conducted at the end of 2015. The CFSVA 
surveyed more than 34,000 households across Sierra 
Leone’s 149 chiefdoms and 18 urban wards, making it the 
largest food security assessment of its kind in the country’s 

history. Findings of the survey will be released later this 
month, with the full report available shortly thereafter. 
Preliminary findings from the survey are informing the 
design of WFP’s new PRRO.  

Partnerships 

WFP continues to engage with government ministries, UN 
sister agencies and other humanitarian partners to 
maintain zero Ebola cases to ensure that development 
partners can fully focus on essential activities that foster 
socio-economic revitalization. Nutrition activities are 
coordinated jointly with the Ministry of Health & Sanitation 

and implementing partners. Key cooperating partners for 
food assistance programming include both local and 
international NGOs. 

 

 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Since the end of a decade-long conflict in 2002, Sierra Leone 
had made significant progress towards peace-building, the 
resettlement of displaced populations, the reconstruction of 
war-affected communities and rehabilitation of productive 

household and community assets. Sierra Leone is now ranked 
the 59th most peaceful country in the world out of 162 
countries surveyed by the Global Peace Index (GPI) for 2015. 
However, the recent Ebola Disease Virus (EVD) outbreak, 
which erupted in Kailahun District in May 2014 – a spill-over 
from Guinea & Liberia - has severely devastated the country’s 
economy, and claimed the lives of nearly 4,000 people causing 
widespread human suffering. On 7th November 2015, the EVD 
outbreak was declared over after 42 days with no new cases. 
However, a new EVD case was confirmed on 15 January 2016. 

Sierra Leone faces significant challenges related to food 
security and nutrition. The country has been ranked as having 

an “alarming” hunger level, scoring 113 out of 117 surveyed in 
in the 2015 Global Hunger Index. According to the preliminary 
findings of the 2015 Comprehensive Food Security and 
Vulnerability Analysis, food insecurity stands at 49 percent, of 
which 12 percent are severely food insecure. Local production 
of rice, the main staple crop in Sierra Leone, remains 
inadequate to satisfy national requirements.  

Over 70 percent of the population lives below the national 
poverty line of USD 2 per day. According to the 2013 
Demographic and Health Survey, net primary school 
enrolment is between 62 and 69 percent and drop-out rates 
are high, especially among girls in their early teens. The 2014 

Standardized Monitoring Assessment and Relief in Transition 
survey (SMART) shows that at the national level the global 
acute child malnutrition rate is 4.7 percent. Malnutrition rates 
vary greatly between districts. Malnourished children require 
special foods, including fortified blended food, which many 
households are unable to access. Therefore, food assistance 
remains crucial for the country’s most vulnerable populations.  

WFP has been present in Sierra Leone since 1968. 

 

 

Contact info: Francis Boima (francis.boima@wfp.org)  

Country Director: Peter Scott-Bowden 

Further information: http://www.wfp.org/countries/sierra-

leone  

 

Chronic malnutrition: 29.8% 

of children between 6-59 

months 

2015 Human Development 

Index: 181 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Population: 7 million 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/sierra-leone
http://www.wfp.org/countries/sierra-leone

